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SOUTH AFRICA TO THUNDER ON HERITAGE DAY: NATIONWIDE CANNON
SIGNAL SYSTEM REVIVED FOR CAOSA's 21st ANNIVERSARY

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA — On Heritage Day (24 September 2026), the skies
across South Africa will echo with the sound of living history. To celebrate its 21st
anniversary, the Cannon Association of South Africa (CAOSA), in partnership with the
ZAR and the South African Black Powder Association (SABPA), will orchestrate a
historic, multi-province muzzle-loading cannon relay.

Replicating the historic 18th-century VOC Signal Cannon System, the national event
will commence at 11:45 with the firing of the iconic 9-inch gun at Simon’s Town. From
there, a staggered 5-minute rolling countdown will carry the signal through Cape Town,
stretching across the Western Cape, Eastern Cape, Free State, and Gauteng.

Operated under strict national safety protocols and authorized by the SAPS Explosives
Section, this event honours the country's antique ordnance heritage while uniting
South Africans through a synchronized national salute.

Members of the public, historical enthusiasts, and media houses are invited to witness
this thunderous relay at designated local firing stations. A complete time schedule,
listing exact geographical coordinates, firing times, and certified gunners oz

For media inquiries, interview requests, or local station details, please contact:
CAOSA CHAIRMAN

Martin Venter

martinventerwp@yahoo.com

083 598 7665
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c. 1652

Early Origins
The Dutch East India
Company (VOC)
~ uses gun signals

between coastal
posts to warn of
danger and relay
important news.

c. 1680
System Formalised
A structured network

of signal stations is

developed along the
Cape routes to improve
communication across

¢. 1700 - 1750

Expansion
More stations are
established inland
and along the coast,
strengthening the
'Call-Up' network
across the colony,

¢c. 1770
Operational
Maturity
The system operates
with accuracy and
speed, using a
coded sequence
of gun shots to
send messages.

c. 1800
Peak Efficiency

At its height, the
system links more
than 40 stations
from the Cape to
the interior, a vital

lifeline for the colony.

c. 1830-1850

Decline
New technologies
such as heliographs
and telegraph lines
begin to replace gun
signals, and the
system gradually
falls out of use.

1652 -1800
Purpose

Used to warn of enemy
ships, summon help,
report movements and
= danger, and relay official
- orders across long
distances.

Over 40 Stations
From Cape Town to
Riversonderend and
inland to Citrusdal,
Piketberg, Tulbagh,
Worcester and

Coded Messages
Different numbers of
gun shots stood for
different messages.
Accuracy, timing and
visibility were
essential.

Staff & Discipline
Stations were manned
by trained gunners.
Strict discipline ensured
messages were sent
and received

A remarkable example
of early long-distance
communication and
Dutch ingenwity in one
of the world's most
challenging terrains.




AL 1111111111111 T ——
5L Qs 14 a
SUONIppe lale} 2(qIs504 ®
palednjlouung @

JAGIUAL UNS) o @

PEDEY

_
0081 J - IN3LSAS TYNDIS NND ..dN-11VD., HO1NA IHL




